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WELCOME TO OUR FIRST DIGITAL NEWSLETTER!
 

Recently, we had to make the dif�icult decision to no longer produce the Rolling Stone due to
staff time and cost. We are excited to have the opportunity to provide the community with a
monthly digital newsletter, which will still make it possible to receive those important aging
updates. Overall, this transition has been met with positive feedback, and we thank you for
your continued support!
 

Amanda Faivre
Assistant Director

 

April	Updates
COMMUNITY OUTREACH

SITES COMING TO
JODAVIESS COUNTY

 
The Senior Resource Center will now
be offering appointments with our
resource specialists in locations closer

to home for many of you in JoDaviess County! After careful consideration, the
Senior Resource Center has decided not to renew the lease for our office
location in Hanover, IL. Our agency has been looking for a more centralized
location for some time now and has made the decision to create Community
Outreach Sites throughout JoDaviess County, in the hope to provide more
convenience to those individuals and families we serve. Just because the
physical office in Hanover is closed, the services available will not
change. Senior Resource Center case managers will continue providing case
management with the Community Care Program and Adult Protective Services
to our clients in their homes. Our Information and Assistance department will
continue to link people to resources and programs, both at the Senior Resource
Center and in the community. Prior to the pandemic, we were just getting
started with these outreach sites and they were very well received. We are
looking forward to providing this monthly service to the people of JoDaviess
County!
We are excited to announce two outreach sites for the month of April. Our staff
will be onsite at the West Galena Township office on Wednesday, April 20th,
and the Stockton Library on Tuesday, April 26th. If you would like to meet with a
resource specialist to ask Medicare/Medicaid questions, apply for aging or
disability related benefits, learn more about resources available, or just general
aging related questions, please call the Senior Resource Center at 815-777-
1316 or 815-235-9777 to schedule an appointment. At this time, walk-in service
will not be available. Information on upcoming Community Outreach Sites can
be found on our website at www.seniorresourcecenter.net, by following us on
Facebook, or calling the office.

https://www.seniorresourcecenter.net/locations/
http://www.seniorresourcecenter.net/
https://www.seniorresourcecenter.net/donate-pay/
http://www.seniorresourcecenter.net/


West Galena Township
607 Gear St.
Galena, IL 61036

Stockton Public Library
140 W. Benton Ave
Stockton, IL 61085

 

Learn	How	To	Recognize	&	Report
Abuse

 
https://www2.illinois.gov/aging/Engage

 
To make a report, call the Senior Resource

Center and ask to speak with an Adult
Protective Services Caseworker.

815-235-9777
 

 

	
IN-PERSON
SERVICES

RESUME AT
LOCAL SSA

OFFICES
 
Beginning April 7th,
local Social Security
offices plan to add more
in-person appointments
and will again offer in-
person service for
people without an
appointment.
 
Please remember that
customers who walk in
without an appointment
may encounter long
delays. Online services
and telephone are still
the most convenient
way to contact the
agency.
 
Masks and social
distancing are still
required for in-person
appointments.
 
	

 

Social	Security	Online,	Your
First	and	Best	Place	to	Start
 
By	Christopher	Wittkopp
Social	Security	District	Manager
Freeport,	IL
 
More than likely you do not have to visit a Social
Security office to do business with us. You might
not have to call, either. Our online services
webpage at www.ssa.gov/onlineservices provides
you a wide variety of self-service options you can
use on your phone, tablet, or computer. You can
even apply for retirement, disability, or Medicare
online. 
You can get the most out of your online
experience if you have a personal my Social
Security account. With it, you can: 
 

Get your Social Security Statement instantly.
Request a replacement Social Security card,
in nearly all states and the District of
Columbia.
Appeal a decision we made on your claim.
Find out if you qualify for benefits. 

https://www2.illinois.gov/aging/Engage/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ssa.gov/onlineservices


Already receiving benefits? If so, you can
use your personal my Social Security
account to:
Get your benefit verification letter for Social
Security, Medicare, and Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) instantly.
Check your information and benefit amount.
Change your address and telephone
number.
Start or change your direct deposit.
Request a replacement Medicare card.
Get a replacement SSA-1099 or SSA-1042S
instantly for tax season.
Report your wages if you work and receive
disability benefits or SSI.

 
Create or sign in to your personal my Social
Security account today at
www.ssa.gov/myaccount to take advantage of
these easy-to-use features. 

 

Wrapping Up Taxes
 
The Senior Resource Center would like to
thank our AARP Tax-Aide Volunteers for all
of their hard work this tax season! They are
in the homestretch of what is to turning out
to be a very successful tax season. We
appreciate all of your hard work and
dedication to serving our seniors! If you
would like more information on the AARP
Foundation Tax-Aide Program, visit
www.aarp.org/money/taxes/aarp_taxaide.
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Saying Goodbye to a Tree
 
 
When we bought this property 23 years ago, there were no
trees or flower borders. I was eager to have a garden, and
purchased many plants when they went on sale. One tree
was under five dollars because it was small and had lost it's
tags. So an unknown little tree was planted in the back
corner. 
 
A few summers later we noticed something in the tree which had shot up taller than the two
story carriage house. Getting out the binoculars, I could see it was a little pear. I knew little
about fruit trees, so it was a big surprise. As time went on the tree produced loads of little pears
that never grew large enough or ripened for eating. Branches hung under the weight of
hundreds of pears, then they'd fall off and attract insects while they rotted in the border. 
 
One day a heavy windstorm broke a pear laden large branch, leaving everything under it
toppled over. The tuteur, bee hive house, and a couple statues were hidden under the broken
pear branch. I called a tree trimmer who had his helper saw up the branch and rake the rotting
pears. We made a plan to remove the remaining tall trunk and branches later.
 
Yesterday was tree removal day. Three men gathered together, discussing how they would
approach the job. There are electric wires in the alley next to the tree, and a fragile privacy
fence forming a corner where the tree stood. Lower branches were cut with a pole saw, then
one of the men took ropes and climbed the trunk to begin removing the higher branches which
were pulled down safely by a man working the ropes from the ground. It was pretty exciting
entertainment through the kitchen window. Finally, the large trunk came down in two sections
that shook the house a bit. More sun was in the back yard instantly. 
 
I said goodbye to the huge pear tree, cut up and leaving in a truck, knowing this will be the first
spring without it's showy white blossoms in the back corner. I admit to a few hours of sadness,

http://www.ssa.gov/myaccount
http://www.aarp.org/money/taxes/aarp_taxaide


but resolved to see it as an opportunity for something new. In a few weeks I'll be out shopping
for trees. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 Tait Weigel is one of our original Rolling Stone columnists.
Look for her monthly contribution in the next newsletter!

 

SRC FUNDRAISER! 
 

Spend this summer getting those clubs warmed up. We need you ready for our 1st Annual
Swinging For Seniors golf play day in September! Not only is it a great way to show your
support for the Senior Resource Center and all of our social service programs, you'll also
have a fun day of golf while you're doing it! Look for more information in future emails, on
social media, and in the May newsletter. Sign up will begin in May.

 



UPCOMING EVENTS
 



 

NICAA Golden Meals
 

The Golden Meals program is for persons 60 and older in Stephenson and
JoDaviess counties. Home-delivered meals are provided to those who are
home-bound, isolated, frail, or unable to prepare meals for themselves. A
suggested donation per meal is requested. No one will be denied services

because of their inability to pay.
Click here for more information on the Golden Meals Program

 

See You in May! 

http://www.nicaa.org/goldenmeals.html


 

Contact Us
Senior Resource Center

206 E Stephenson St
Freeport, IL 61032

888-645-7150 | 815-235-9777 

Reach Out To Us
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